
Finding your place in 
the             Community

"Come for the software, stay for the community"
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Hello.

• Adam Hill

• @adshill

• d.o.  adshill
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• Small, 99% Drupal Web Shop

• Based in Newcastle, NE England

• Using Drupal since 2005
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Founder
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TEAM MEMBER
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Why am I here?
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Expectations

• I’m NOT a developer

• This talk is for people not so familiar with 
the community

• Overview - not detail
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Quick             Survey

• Are you a member of the Drupal Association?

• Have you committed to Drupal core?

• Have you committed contributed modules?

• Have you contributed to documentation?

• Have you previously been to a Drupal Camp?

• Have you been to a DrupalCon?

• Have you sponsored a Drupal event?
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What is a Community?

• a social, religious, occupational, or other 
group sharing common characteristics or 
interests and perceived or perceiving 
itself as distinct in some respect from 
the larger society within which it exists 
(usually preceded by the ): the drupal 
community
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Some Facts and Figures

• Drupal is currently almost 2% of the web

• Community of over 500,000 from 28 
countries

• Site receives over 2m visitors per month

• Well over 1 million nodes on the site

• 10,000 modules, 1,200 themes
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It’s really the Drupal 
community and not so 
much the software that 
makes the Drupal 
project what it is. So 
fostering the Drupal 
community is actually 
more important than 
just managing the code 
base.

Dries Buytaert
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What does the Community do?

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal Core development

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal Core development

• Contributed module development

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal Core development

• Contributed module development

• Contributed theme creation

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal Core development

• Contributed module development

• Contributed theme creation

• Documentation

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal.org management

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal.org management

• Security testing/updating/researching

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal.org management

• Security testing/updating/researching

• Promotion, marketing and events

Thursday, October 13, 2011



Role of the Community

• Drupal.org management

• Security testing/updating/researching

• Promotion, marketing and events

• Support/discussion on Drupal.org 
forums
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Why bother?

• Its the nature of Open Source

• Influence the future direction of Drupal

• More chance of support

• Testing of your modules

• Meet tons of really amazing people

• Giving something back
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“Being the richest man in the 
cemetery doesn’t matter 
to me… 

Going to bed at night saying 
we’ve done something 
wonderful… that’s what 
matters to me.”

Steve Jobs
1955-2011
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Designers

Design 4 Drupal (d4d)

http://groups.drupal.org/drupal-design

Contribute your themes

http://drupal.org/contribute/development

HTML5 Initiative

http://drupal.org/community-initiatives/
drupal-core/html5 
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Developers

• Submit Issues

• Contribute patches

• Contribute modules

• Document your code

• Share your knowledge

• Help on the forums
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Business Owners

• Give your staff time to contribute

• Encourage community involvement

• Organise/Attend Drupal Events

• Become Drupal Association Members

• Evangelise Drupal
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Documentation

• Major weakness of Drupal

• Almost everyone can do it

• Good practice to go back over your work

• http://drupal.org/contribute/
documentation/join
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Other areas

• Security team - hack your way in

• Accessibility team

• Usability team

• Translations

• Improve Drupal.org

• http://drupal.org/make-drupalorg-awesome
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Where is the 
Community?

• Drupal Forum - http://drupal.org/forum

• IRC (#drupal, #drupal-contribute)

• Drupal Groups - http://groups.drupal.org/

• Drupal Planet - http://drupal.org/planet

• Mailing Lists - http://drupal.org/mailing-lists
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Events

• User Groups

• Drupal Camps

• DrupalCon’s

• Drupal Business Days

• Code Sprints

• http://groups.drupal.org/event
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Where to go

http://drupal.org/community
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• Any Questions?

adam@consultanddesign.com

@adshill
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